
HISTORICAL WOMEN IN FICTION 
 
The Ancient World 
 
HATSHEPSUT, QUEEN OF EGYPT (1540-1481 BC) 
 Pauline Gedge Child of the morning
 Judith Tarr King and goddess

 
SAPPHO (610-580 BC) 
 Nancy Mars Freedman Sappho: the tenth muse
 Erica Jong Sappho’s leap
 Martha Rofheart My name is Sappho
 
CLEOPATRA, QUEEN OF EGYPT (69-30 BC) 
 Karen Essex Kleopatra series 
 Colin Falconer When we were gods
 Judith Tarr Throne of Isis
 
BOADICEA, QUEEN (30-62) 
 Alan Gold Warrior queen: the story of Boudica, Celtic queen 

Manda Scott Boudica trilogy 
 
HYPATIA (370-415) 
 Charles Kingsley Hypatia 
 
 
Medieval and Renaissance Worlds* 
 
THEODORA, EMPRESS, CONSORT OF JUSTINIAN I (508-548) 
 Gillian Bradshaw The bearkeeper’s daughter
 
T’ANG WU-HOU, EMPRESS OF CHINA (625-705) 
 Yutang Lin Lady Wu 
 Shan Sa Empress
 
MATILDA CONSORT OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR (1030-1083) 
 Noel Gerson The conqueror’s wife
 
MELISENDE, QUEEN OF JERUSALEM (1105-1161) 
 Judith Tarr Queen of swords
 
ELEANOR OF AQUITAINE (1122-1204) 
 Margaret Ball Duchess of Aquitaine: a novel of Eleanor 

Ellen Jones Beloved enemy
 Pamela Kaufman The book of Eleanor
 Norah Lofts Eleanor the queen
 
JOAN, PRINCESS OF WALES (1328-1385) 
 Karen Harper The first Princess of Wales
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ISABELLA, PRINCESS OF ENGLAND (1332-1379) 
 Molly Haycraft The lady royal
 
CATHERINE OF VALOIS, QUEEN, CONSORT OF HENRY V (1401-1437) 
 Rosemary Hawley Jarman Crown in candlelight
 
JOAN OF ARC (1412-1431) 
 Pamela Marcantel An army of angels
 Mark Twain Personal recollections of Joan of Arc
 
ELIZABETH, CONSORT OF EDWARD IV, KING OF ENGLAND (1437-1492) 
 Rosemary Hawley Jarman The king’s grey mare
 
ISABELLA I, QUEEN OF SPAIN (1451-1504) 
 Norah Lofts Crown of aloes
 
ANNE, QUEEN, CONSORT OF RICHARD III (1456-1485) 
 Lesley J. Nickell The white queen
 
ISABELLA D’ARAGONA, DUCHESS OF MILAN (1470-1524) 
 Michael Ennis Duchess of Milan
 
ISABELLA D’ESTE, CONSORT OF FRANCIS II, MARQUIS OF MANTUA (1474-1539) 
 Karen Essex Leonardo’s swans 
 
JUANA, LA LOCA, QUEEN OF CASTILLE (1479-1555) 
 Gioconda Belli The scroll of seduction 
 
LUCREZIA BORGIA (1480-1519) 
 Jean Briggs The flame of the Borgias
 John Faunce Lucrezia Borgia 
 
CATHARINE OF ARAGON (1485-1536) 
 Philippa Gregory The constant princess 

Norah Lofts The king’s pleasure
 
ANNE BOLEYN (1507-1536) 
 Evelyn Anthony Anne Boleyn
 E. Barrington Anne Boleyn 
 Suzannah Dunn The queen of subtleties 
 Mollie Hardwick Blood royal
 Norah Lofts The concubine
 Robin Maxwell The secret diary of Anne Boleyn
 
MARY BOLEYN (1508-1543) 
 Philippa Gregory The other Boleyn girl
 Karen Harper The last Boleyn 
 
CATHARINE PARR (1512-1548) 
 Carolly Erickson The last wife of Henry VIII 
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MARY, QUEEN, CONSORT OF JAMES V, KING OF SCOTLAND (1515-1560) 
 Pamela Hill The sword and the flame  
 
TERESA, OF AVILA, SAINT (1515-1582) 
 Barbara Mujica Sister Teresa
 
MARY I, QUEEN OF ENGLAND (1516-1558) 
 Hilda Winifred Lewis I am Mary Tudor
 
CATHARINE HOWARD (1520-1542) 
 Ford Madox Ford The fifth queen
 
ELIZABETH HARDWICK TALBOT, COUNTESS OF SHREWSBURY (1520-1608) 
 Virginia Henley A woman of passion
 
GRACE O’MALLEY (1530-1603) 
 Alan Gold The pirate queen: the story of Grace O’Malley, Irish pirate 

Morgan Llywelyn Grania, she-king of the Irish seas 
 Robin Maxwell The wild Irish
 
ELIZABETH I, QUEEN OF ENGLAND (1533-1603) 

Philippa Gregory The virgin’s lover 
Alice Harwood So merciful a queen, so cruel a woman
Margaret Irwin The story of Elizabeth Tudor (A trilogy) 
Susan Kay Legacy
Robin Maxwell Virgin
Rosalind Miles I Elizabeth: the word of a queen

 
JANE GREY (1537-1554) 
 Alison Weir Innocent traitor
 
MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS (1542-1587) 
 Margaret George Mary Queen of Scotland and the Isles

Frank Wilson Kenyon Mary of Scotland
Reay Tannahill Fatal majesty

 
MARGUERITE, QUEEN, CONSORT OF HENRY IV OF FRANCE (1553-1615) 
 Alexandre Dumas Queen Margot
 
ANNE HATHAWAY (1556-1623) 
 Robert Nye Mrs. Shakespeare: the complete works
 
JUDITH SHAKESPEARE (1585-1662) 
 Grace Tiffany My father had a daughter
 
ARTEMISIA GENTILESCHI (1593–1652) 
 Alexandra Lapierre Artemisia
 Susan Vreeland The passion of Artemesia
 
ELIZABETH, QUEEN OF BOHEMIA (1596-1662) 
 Jane Stevenson The winter queen 
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Early Modern World* 
 
MARY POWELL MILTON (1625-1652) 
 Robert Graves Wife to Mr. Milton
 
FRANCOISE D’AUBIGNE, MADAME DE MAINTENON (1635-1719) 
 Francoise Chandernagor The king’s way
 
ELIZABETH PEPYS (1640-1669) 
 Sara George The journal of Mrs. Pepys
 
NELL GWYN (1650-1687) 
 Diane Haeger The perfect royal mistress 
 
SARAH JENNINGS CHURCHILL, DUCHESS OF MARLBOROUGH (1660-1744) 
 Susan Holloway Scott Duchess 
 
CATHERINE I, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA (1684-1727) 
 Pamela Hill Tsar’s woman 
 
ANNE BONNY (1700-1720) 
 Elizabeth Garrett The sweet trade  

Alison MacLeod The changeling
 
MARIA ANNA MOZART (1751-1829) 
 Rita Charbonnier Mozart’s sister  
 Nancy Moser Mozart’s sister (Shelved in Inspirational fiction) 
 
MARIE ANTOINETTE (1755-1793) 

Kathryn Davis Versailles 
Carrolly Erickson The hidden diary of Marie Antoinette 
Sena Jeter Naslund Abundance 
Chantal Thomas Farewell, my queen 
 

MARIA ANNE FITZHERBERT (1756-1837) 
 Diane Haeger The secret wife of King George IV
 
MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT (1759-1797) 
 Frances Sherwood Vindication
 
EMMA HAMILTON (1761-1815) 
 Amanda Elyot Too great a lady
 
JOSEPHINE, EMPRESS, CONSORT OF NAPOLEON I (1763-1814) 
 Carrolly Erickson The secret life of Josephine

Sandra Gulland Josephine Bonaparte trilogy 
 
ANNETTE VALLON (1766-1841) 
 James Tipton Annette Vallon 
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JANE AUSTEN (1775-1817) 
 Syrie James The lost memoirs of Jane Austen 
 Nancy Moser Just Jane (Shelved in Inspirational fiction) 
 
DESIREE, QUEEN OF SWEDEN (1777-1860) 
 Annemarie Selinko Desiree
 
MARIE-MADELEINE-SOPHIE ARMAND BLANCHARD (1778-1819) 
 Linda Donn The little balloonist 
 
HORTENSE, QUEEN OF HOLLAND (1783-1837) 
 Norah Lofts A rose for virtue
 
HARRIET SMITHSON BERLIOZ (1800-1854) 
 Christine Balint Ophelia’s fan
 
VICTORIA, QUEEN OF GREAT BRITAIN (1819-1901) 
 Cynthia Harrod-Eagles I, Victoria
 Tyler Whittle Victoria trilogy 
 
CIXI, EMPRESS DOWAGER OF CHINA (1835-1908) 
 Pearl S. Buck Imperial woman 
 Anchee Min Empress Orchid
 
SAINT BERNADETTE (1844-1879) 
 Franz Werfel The song of Bernadette
 
SARAH BERNHARDT (1844-1923) 
 Adam Braver Divine Sarah
 
LOU ANDREAS-SALOME (1861-1937) 
 Angela von der Lippe The truth about Lou 
 
MARTHA FREUD (1861-1951) 
 Nicolle Rosen Mrs. Freud 
 
MATA HARI (1876-1917) 
 Yannick Murphy Signed, Mata Hari 

Richard Skinner The red dancer 
 
WALLIS WARFIELD, DUCHESS OF WINDSOR (1896-1986) 
 Anne Edwards Wallis
 Laurie Graham Gone with the Windsors 
 
 
The Americas 
 
MARINA (1505-1530) 
 Laura Esquivel Malinche 
 Francis Sherwood Night of sorrows
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INES SUAREZ (1507-1580) 
 Isabel Allende Ines of my soul 
 
ANNE MARBURY HUTCHINSON (1591-1643) 
 Marcy Heidish Witnesses  

Jane Gilmore Rushing Covenant of grace
 
ELIZABETH FONES WINTHROP (1610-1677) 
 Anya Seton The Winthrop woman
 
JUANA INES DE LA CRUZ, SISTER (1651-1695) 
 Paul Anderson Hunger’s brides
 
NONHELEMA, SHAWNEE CHIEF (1720-1787) 
 Dark Rain Thom Warrior woman
 
FLORA MACDONALD (1722-1790) 
 Inglis Fletcher The Scotswoman
 
MARY JEMISON (1743-1833) 
 Deborah Larsen The white
 
RACHEL JACKSON (1767-1828) 
 Irving Stone The President’s lady
 
DOLLEY MADISON (1768-1849) 
 Rita Mae Brown Dolley

Dorothy Clarke Wilson Queen Dolley
 
ELIZABETH ANN SETON, SAINT (1774-1821) 
 Marcy Heidish Miracles: a novel about Mother Seton
 
SALLY HEMINGS (1773-1835) 
 Barbara Chase-Riboud Sally Hemings (Shelved in Black fiction) 
 
SACAGAWEA (1787-1812) 
 Diane Glancy Stone heart
 
LUCY GREEN BAKEWELL AUDUBON (1788-1874) 
 Lucy Kennedy Mr. Audubon’s Lucy
 
MARIE LAVEAU (1794-1881) 
 Francine Prose Marie Laveau 

Jewell Parker Rhodes Voodoo dreams (Shelved in Black fiction) 
 
SOJOURNER TRUTH (1797-1883) 
 Jacqueline Sheehan Truth: a novel (Shelved in Black fiction) 
 
MARY RANDOLPH CUSTIS LEE (1806-1873) 
 Harnett Thomas Kane The lady of Arlington

6 
9/21/2007 



 
ANN RUTLEDGE (1813-1835) 
 Bernie S. Babcock The soul of Ann Rutledge: Abraham Lincoln’s romance
 
MARY TODD LINCOLN (1818-1882) 
 Barbara Hambly The emancipator’s wife

Janis Cooke Newman Mary
Irving Stone Love is eternal

 
HARRIET TUBMAN (1820-1913) 
 Marcy Heidish A woman called Moses (Shelved in Black fiction) 
 
JESSIE BENTON FREMONT (1824-1902) 
 Irving Stone Immortal wife 
 
VARINA DAVIS (1826-1906) 
 Harnett Thomas Kane Bride of fortune
 Shirley Seifert The proud way
 
CAROLINE E. WINDER MCGAVOCK (1829-1905) 
 Robert Hicks The widow of the south
 
EMILY DICKINSON (1830-1886) 
 Paola Kaufmann The sister
 
MARY ANNA MORRISON JACKSON (1831-1915) 
 Harnett Thomas Kane The gallant Mrs. Stonewall
 
MARY ANNE BROWN PATTEN (1837-1861) 
 Douglas Kelley The captain’s wife
 
LOZEN (c. 1840-1889) 
 Lucia St. Clair Robson Ghost warrior
 
BELLE BOYD (1844-1900) 
 Harnett Thomas Kane The smiling rebel
 
BELLE STARR (1848-1889) 
 Speer Morgan Belle Starr
 
CALAMITY JANE (1852-1903) 
 Larry McMurtry Buffalo girls
 
MADAM C. J. WALKER (1867-1919) 
 Tananarive Due The black rose (Shelved in Black fiction) 
 
EMILY CARR (1871-1945) 
 Susan Vreeland The forest lover
 
MAY CHINN (1895-1980) 
 Kuwana Haulsey Angel of Harlem (Shelved in Black fiction) 
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AMELIA EARHART (1897-1937) 
 Alison Anderson Hidden latitudes

Jane Mendelsohn I was Amelia Earhart
 
FRIDA KAHLO (1907-1954) 
 Barbara Louise Mujica Frida
 
EVA PERON (1919-1952) 
 Tomas Eloy Martinez Santa Evita
 
JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS (1929-1994) 
 Ruth Francisco The secret memoirs of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
 Eve Pollard Jack’s widow 
 
 
 
 
 
*See also novels by JEAN PLAIDY 
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